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Chapter 1: Introducing Hope

At some time in our lives, all of us have desperately
needed hope.

This book, however, introduces hope from an
entirely different perspective. First, we are not asking
that you believe what we are telling you. We will
simply give you the information and then let you
decide what you want to do with it.

We will be talking about Jesus more than any other
person. You will find that the Bible describes him as
a very different individual than the Christmas-card
baby Jesus sleeping in a cattle feeding trough.

The second way in which this book will be
strikingly different is in its contrast to many books
which try to “market” Jesus by telling readers that he
will give them peace, or that their life will be better
because of him. These statements are all true, but we
want to carefully explain the high cost of
commitment to Jesus without coercing you into
making a decision to follow him. In fact, we could
not be clearer about anything than our desire to avoid
any attempt to manipulate you.
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This book’s organization

In order to fully explain the hope we can have in
God’s full restoration of creation, we need to give
you a fair amount of information from the Bible itself.
However, we will not be quoting obscure Bible
verses in order to bolster unique denominational
Interpretations. Rather, we will use Bible verses that
have been clearly understood within the Christian
tradition during its two-thousand-year-old history.
We will make every attempt to give only those
explanations that could be supported throughout the
history of the three oldest Christian traditions.

We will avoid explanations that are dependent on
Christian rituals such as baptism. As much as

! There was essentially a single Christian tradition from the
time of Jesus’ death (crucifixion) and return to life
(resurrection) in 33 AD until the division between the Roman
Catholic and Greek Orthodox traditions. Because there were
many issues debated over a long period of time, no single
date can be given for the breakdown in relations between
these two groups. However, the events of 1054 AD may be
used as a representative date (see
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East-West_Schism). The third
important division in Christianity came in 1516 when the
Protestant Reformation came out of the Roman Catholic
tradition, though of course, that division quickly proliferated
iInto many separate groups. (For more information see
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ninety-Five_Theses and
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_

Reformation.)
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possible, we will rely on the traditional Christian
meanings of words such as faith, salvation,
redemption, crucifixion, resurrection, and kingdom of
God.

This book was written for those with limited
knowledge of the Bible. Consequently, we will
adequately explain each new subject. The more
technical topics—and there will be many—will be
developed in footnotes. You would be able to read
the entire book with adequate understanding without
looking at the footnotes. On the other hand, if you
read the footnotes, you will gain further information
that will give you better insight into the topics of
discussion.

Why this book was written

There are two reasons why this book was written.
First, more and more people in our postmodern?

2t is not particularly important that you understand the terms
modern or postmodern as applied to today’'s world.
Contemporary writers merely use these terms to represent a
shift in the way society perceives itself. However, these
same writers agree that our society has gone through a
fundamental ideological change in the past few decades.
Most agree that sometime in the mid-1950s our thinking as a
society began to change. Prior to that time, we were modern
in our thinking. We have now become postmodernn—a
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world have lost their sense of hope. Therefore, we
want to remind our readers of a hope which has
survived for almost 2,000 years within the Christian
traditions. Secondly, there has been so much change
that even the way hope was explained as recently as a
few decades ago has been altered. The hope of
twenty years ago no longer expresses convincing
hope today.

First, we have lost our sense of hope. In the 1950s
we thought we were about to experience an explosion
of knowledge that would soon solve even the unified
theory of physics—*“the explanation of everything.”
We thought diseases such as polio and smallpox were

development that has primarily taken place since 1980. For
more information see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modernism
and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmodernism. Our primary
reason for introducing this notion is that the way we think
conditions us to understand our perceived dependence on
society. We are simply suggesting that during the 1960s,
many could think of their plight as individuals in the world as
being distinct from the trauma society as a whole was facing.
That is, in the past, an attempt was made to isolate an
individual’s problems in such a way that by confronting only
the personal problems, the brokenness of society did not
need to be corrected in order for the individual to make a
satisfactory readjustment in life. There is an increasing
awareness in today’s world, however, that no individual is
able to live apart from dependence on society. Thus, we
believe today that an individual’'s brokenness can be healed
only by also addressing the brokenness within society.

Finding Hope 4



close to being eradicated. In just over two decades,
test pilots had not only traveled at the speed of sound,
but astronauts had walked on the moon. Heart and
Kidney transplants became routine, huge stores of
Information became available to anyone with an
Internet connection, and there seemed to be
unimaginable opportunities for brilliant young
entrepreneurs to develop wealth.

But we lost our hope. Suicide rates climbed among
our youth. Unthinkable numbers of students began
dropping out of school. HIV and AIDS became
worldwide epidemics. And the worst blow of all
came with the scourge of drug cartels, meth labs, and
a staggering growth in prison populations and
children raised with drugs and alcohol.

The utopian world we were anticipating in the
1950s was a fantasy that never materialized. True
enough, we developed amazing technology. But at
the same time, a brokenness that is now beyond
belief spread throughout our society. It is not just the
hopelessness of the chemically-dependent homeless
who bed down for the night on our city streets. It is
the even more wrenching reality of a high school
senior who is earning good grades and living in a
decent home, yet who is searching the internet for
homemade bomb recipes because he has so little
hope in the life he knows. Or the stay-at-home-mom
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with a successful marriage and abundant income
from her husband’s high-tech job, who is having an
affair. Or the young politician, perceived as a rising
star, who has begun living a life of sexual duplicity
because he has lost his sense of hope in the system he
IS serving. Or the soccer-mom who is stealing money
from the fund-raising account to feed a gambling
habit.

But we are not alarmed by just the soccer-moms-
turned-criminals or the politicians or wives who are
on a path to self destruction. What we find so
alarming in our society today is the fact that all of
society is broken. Society is powerless to implement a
satisfactory solution. There is no longer a corporate
sense of hope.

Secondly, the explanation for hope itself has
changed. Every generation has had its moments of
hopelessness, and this was equally true in the 1960s.
A popular explanation to individuals searching for
meaning in life during that time attempted to isolate
the individual from society, and suggested that only
Internal changes were required. It was implied that
God worked the change on the individual’s behalf
without requiring any change within society itself.

Thus, according to this point of view, no matter
how disrupted an individual’s life may have become
because of the ills of society, if that person would
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make a religious commitment to Jesus, Jesus would
Improve the quality of that seeker’s life. There were
great attempts made to deal with injustices in society,
but it was often implied that the individual could be
redeemed as an isolated person, finding the benefits
of a relationship with God quite independently of
whether or not society became involved in the
redemptive process.

However, the recent shift to postmodern thought
has brought us back to a more balanced perspective.
Among both the secular and religious communities
today, significantly more importance is again being
given to the influence of society on the individual.
Both communities would agree that to successfully
redeem an individual from a broken society that
offers no hope, the society must be redeemed just as
completely as the individual.

In Chapter 2: Creation’s Design Specification we
will see why a two-thousand-year-old statement of a
13.73 billion*-year-old design specification gives us

* Because this book deals with God’s purpose in creation, it
must make some reference to time. It is not our intent to
debate creation dates. At the same time, we want to
represent both scientific and biblical references without bias.
The simplest way to do this is to use the standard for
whichever system we are alluding to as the standard of
reference for it. Let's use two simple illustrations. When
dating the origin of the universe, the speed of light is its unit
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the greatest hope for the ultimate redemption of our
society as well as the possibility of the greatest hope
In our personal lives.

of reference. Hubble’'s constant, which expresses the
expansion rate of the universe, is 71 km/s/Mpc (kilometers-
per-second-per-million-light-years). Allowing for the most
recent estimates of its variables, we have a universe which
s 1373 (x 0.12)  Dbilion years old. (See
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universe.) It would be naive to try
to base the age of the universe on anything other than the
speed of light, inasmuch as light is the unit used for its
measurement. In contrast, the Bible records a genealogy in
Genesis 5 that is presumably based on the 365.2425-day
(365 days, 5 hours, 49 minutes and 12 seconds) solar year.
One point of this narrative places a timeline of recorded
human activity at approximately 6,000 years ago. We will
simply allow either of these two dating systems to state their
own purpose without any attempt at reconciling light years
with solar years in order to establish a single
astronomical/biblical date. We will thus state that the
universe is some 13.73 billion years old, while at the same
time acknowledging the literal accuracy of the biblical record
as being a true statement of the biblical author’'s
understanding of the time structure of his day.
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Chapter 2: Creation’s Design Specification

The design specification for any project provides the
precise requirements for that proposed design, giving
In-depth detail about each step to be taken toward its
completion. It provides the engineers and builders
with all of the information necessary in order to
achieve the intended outcome.

Any commercially designed building, highway,
airport facility, fish hatchery, or parking structure
would have been carefully described in its design
specifications. Every engineer, architect and facility
planner working on the project would have had the
design specifications within easy reach. So, too, any
human-aid project would also have a design
specification describing every aspect of the proposed
services, staff development, demographics of the area
In which assistance would be provided, and the
funding projects required In order to make it
sustainable. It is the design specification which sets
the standard for each part of the engineering and
planning. It is the criteria against which aesthetic
appearance is judged, and it is the legal document
which determines compliance for any of the many
sub-contractors and financial institutions working on
a project.

Finding Hope 9



Some 13.73 billion years ago, just before the Big
Bang was initiated, God had a statement of his design
specification firmly in mind. It has been his guiding
principle in all that he has done within the universe
since. Partial statements of that design specification
are found throughout the Bible. In fact, as more of
God’s plan for redeeming the world became
progressively known, he revealed more of the details
of his design specification.

! This is probably a good place to begin an explanation of
how God began the process of giving his written word, the
Bible, to humans. The earliest recorded statements of God’s
interaction with humans come from the Mesopotamian area
known as the Fertile Crescent. This area is also called the
“Cradle of Civilization.” It is the area known today as the
Tigris-Euphrates Valley that contains or borders countries
such as Iran, Iraq, Syria, Turkey, and the Persian Gulf region.
The first usable phonemic alphabet (one that represents
spoken language sounds rather than ideographs such as
hieroglyphics) came from this same area and is known as
the Phoenician alphabet dating from 1050 BC. Moses
composed the first written accounts in the Bible. His life and
that of the earliest Hebrew people are easily verified by
secular history. The alphabet Moses used to write the first
portions of the Old Testament is well documented, even
though the form of the letters changed after the Hebrew
captivity in Babylon (586 BC). Nonetheless, there is ample
evidence that the books Moses wrote in approximately 1450
BC have survived until today in essentially a word-for-word
reproduction. This is true because the Hebrew people
considered the writings of Moses to be sacred and were
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Consequently, probably the most comprehensive
design specification in the Bible was written by the
Apostle Paul in approximately 60-62 AD. This was
less than 40 years before the last book of the Bible
was written. Looking back to that time 13.73 billion
years earlier—although the Apostle Paul certainly
had no idea of a date that was based on the speed of
light—nhe said:

Even as he [the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ] chose us in him [our Lord
Jesus Christ] before the foundation of the
world, that we would be holy and without
blemish before him (Ephesians 1:4).

Throughout the remainder of this book, Bible
quotations appear in color as above. Numbers in
longer Bible-quotation paragraphs identify the
verse locations. The full reference is again given at
the end of both longer quotations or single verses.

careful to preserve them exactly as they were written, even
though the alphabet was later modernized. However, not all
agree that Moses was the author of the first five books of the
Bible. For comments regarding Moses’ authorship of these
books, see
http://www.leaderu.com/orgs/probe/docs/moses.html.

Finding Hope 11



Creation’s “short” design specification

This short statement from Ephesians 1.4 is
probably the most concise design specification for
creation written in the Bible. In this short statement,
however, we find four full expressions of God’s
purpose, and one implied statement:

1. God had already chosen us. God’s role in
creation was entirely active. Before the first 0.01" of
a second’ elapsed after the Big Bang, God had
already designed humanity with all of our marvelous
endowments, he had established his future plans for
giving us our rich capacity for achievement, and he
had made all of his plans for our future freedom
which we would sadly use to cripple our own
potential and that of others around us.

2. God had already chosen us to be his through a
future relationship with Jesus. God created a world
In which human beings would occupy a significant
place. God’s designated place for his future human
creation was defined as being “in Jesus.” As we see
In many other portions of the Bible, humanity is
Incomplete when any individual would choose (as we
will see is possible in #5 below) to remain apart from
Jesus.

> Taken from The First Three Minutes, A Modern View of the
Origin  of the Universe, Steven Weinberg, ©1977,
BasicBooks, a Division of HarperCollinsPublishers, page 5.
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3. We were chosen before the world was made.
This short design specification statement makes it
clear that humanity was uppermost in God’s thinking
before creation was initiated. We are not secondary to
his plan, nor will we be overlooked in the final
completion of what he intends to do when he
ultimately perfects his creation. Everything suggests
that he waited a long time after the initiation of the
universe before he began the final work of producing
humanity. Nonetheless, every part of his plan was in
order when he initiated the first dazzling display of
energy 13.73 billion years ago.

4. \WWe were chosen to be holy and without blemish
before God. In addition to mere human existance,
God added an important quality to his design
specification. We are to be holy and without blemish.
Two characteristics of this quality are mentioned in
just this verse alone:

1. First, the standard for our holiness is the same
standard God demands of himself. We were not
designed merely to be good. We were designed
to be transparently holy when God himself
evaluates us. We will need to come back to this
topic because the topic of holiness, more than
any other, is the pivot on which God’s design for
humanity turns. Take heart for now, however.
None of us will ever be capable of living holy
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lives in our own strength, but as we will see,
Jesus has made full provision for producing his
holiness in us.

2. Secondly, now is the time for being holy. God
did not design us so that we could be unholy now,
waiting for some future heavenly state in which
we would finally become holy. We are to be holy
and without blemish before God now.?

5. We were given the ability to choose between
holiness and disobedience. God’s provision of

* The New Testament portion of the Bible was originally
written in Greek. The New Testament was written after
Jesus’ death and return to life in 33 AD. Greek scholars can
read Ephesians 1:4 in the exact words the Apostle Paul used
to write it. We will comment more in Chapter 6 about the
incredible accuracy of the Bible. But we know almost to the
word what was written in the New Testament almost 2,000
years ago. Ephesians 1:4 gives us a good example of what
God intended to tell us. In Greek, the verb infinitive “to be,”
has verb tense (time). In English, of course, an infinitive
does not have tense. In English, we must give an infinitive
tense by adding additional words. For example, we could
say, “to be good now,” or “to be good in the future.” However,
grammatically the Greek word “to be” in Ephesians 1:4 is an
infinitive verb in the present active tense. The Greek words
used when it was written simply meant that we were
“chosen...to be holy and without blemish as we live now.”
The Apostle Paul was not telling us that we will be holy
someday in heaven and that holiness is not a requirement in
our present life. He was clearly telling us that God created us
to be holy and without blemish today.
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choice is suggested in Ephesians 1:4. If holiness is an
option, then we also have the option of choosing that
which is not holy. But you might argue that holiness
IS not stated as an option in this passage. The answer
Is simply that holiness does not exist unless there is
the freedom of choice to either pursue it or reject it.
Once God committed himself to creating beings with
free moral agency,* he could no more create them
with a predetermined holiness than he could create
them with a predetermined bent to evil. Holiness
would be a meaningless concept if it did not spring
from choice. The test for a reformed felon is not
whether or not he can keep the law while he is still
Incarcerated. It is whether or not he will keep the law
after he is released. This range of choice is equally
true In regard to holiness. Holiness is only
meaningful if we have the choice to pursue it or
reject it.

* Free moral agency is a term applied to those created
beings to whom God has given the ability to rationally
choose obedience to him, or rebellion against him. The term
free moral agency is not a biblical term, but the concept is,
nonetheless, expressed throughout the Bible as a capacity
of the human race. Thus, until Adam and Eve chose to obey
or disobey God (Genesis 3:1-13), they were innocent, but
they were neither holy nor disobedient. In their disobedience
to God, they did not fall from holiness. They fell from
innocence.
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God’s entire plan of creation is based on this
fundamental principle. He has given each of us the
responsibility to choose either holiness or
disobedience to him. God is never the source of evil,
but he offers choice because that is the prerequisite to
holiness. And then, as we will see throughout this
book, he understands our complete inability to
produce holiness within ourselves. Consequently, at
Immense cost to himself, he has provided holiness for
us from his own resources.
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Chapter 3: The Argument for Holiness

Is holiness good only for God, or does it actually
have benefits for us as well?

Before we look specifically at God’s attributel of
holiness, let’s look back at the historic chaos in Sub-
Saharan Africa and let it suggest why human holiness
IS inadequate.

A trip to Darfur and Sub-Saharan Africa

In early 2003, a region known as Darfur in
southern Sudan, Africa became embroiled in a deadly
conflict with the Sudanese government. Within three

1 The term attributes refers to the qualities of God that are
inherent in his person. God is eternal, holy, unchanging,
infinite, all-powerful, everywhere-present, all-wise, all-
knowing, self-existent, self-sufficient, good, love, gracious,
merciful, just, and sovereign, to name some of his attributes.
It must be obvious, however, how important his attribute of
holiness must be. For example, a God who was all-powerful
but not holy would be a terror. A God who knew everything
but was not holy could become the master blackmailer. A
God who loved at least some of his created beings but was
not holy could be capricious. Within this book, therefore, our
point of view will always be that God’s holiness is his most
defining characteristic because it is his holiness which
causes all of his other attributes to work for his good and the
good of all of his creation.
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years, at least 400,000 people had been killed, and
more than 2 million innocent civilians had been
forced to flee their homes and live in displaced-
persons camps Iin Sudan or in refugee camps In
neighboring Chad. More than 3.5 million men,
women, and children relied completely on
International aid for survival. Not since the Rwandan
genocide of 1994 had the world seen such a
calculated campaign of displacement, starvation, rape,
and mass slaughter.

Of an estimated 40.3 million persons who were
living with HIV/AIDS in 2005, 25.8 million lived in
Sub-Saharan Africa. Early estimates were that within
five years after that date, 20 million children in the
region would have lost at least one parent to AIDS.
By 2005, many of the children in that region were
receiving no schooling of any kind, and just under
half of Sub-Saharan Africa’s population (some 313

million people) survived on less than $1 a day.2

What would you have seen if you had been in a
displaced-persons camp in either of these areas? Of
course, you would have seen poverty on its most gut-
wrenching level. But you would have seen a blend of
poverty and affluence. You would certainly have
seen government troops who were reasonably well

2 Both news items  were  adapted from
http://www.scinterfaith.org/darfur_& sub-saharan_africa.htm.
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dressed and fed. These troops would have been
patrolling the area in modern vehicles. They would
have undoubtedly had air support using unimaginably
expensive planes and helicopters as compared with
the dollar-a-day subsistence level of the
Impoverished internees. You would also have seen
International aid workers who were—with complete
justification—also well-fed and were able to use
vehicles for transporting supplies. Thus, you would
have certainly seen poverty and all its destruction on
Its human prey, but you would have seen it coexisting
with a reasonably high level of wealth. Then, had you
driven to the main cities in the area, you would have
certainly seen an even greater contrast, since any of
these countries would also have their enclaves of the
wealthy elite.

In almost any poverty stricken area of the world,
you could easily find a counterpart of extreme wealth
and political elitism. The world’s economic crisis
does not exist because of a lack of resources; it
almost always exists because of a selfish hoarding of
resources by an elite few. It is not at all uncommon in
today’s world to hear of shipping containers of
rotting food in a port city of a country in which there
Is famine. Under these circumstances, there will
almost always be an organized black market
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extending from high government officials to
“facilitators” among the impoverished.

Solving world hunger and the lack of education

Can you see how simply the problem of hunger and
lack of education in this one area of Africa could
have been solved? Let’s say that we had designated
the wealthiest five percent of the population to be
those who would provide financial aid. From that
group we would have taken a set amount of money—
without imposing undue hardship—for redistribution
among the poorest and least educated. We would not
have required that these wealthy individuals practiced
or even understood God’s holiness as long as the
money itself was distributed in such a way that the
best interests of the poor were met.

This idealistic system would have failed very
quickly. First, as they had already probably done for
their own advantage, a majority of the wealthy would
have found a way to circumvent the collection of
funds. Equally important, this system would have
required a large number of mid-management level
functionaries to distribute the money, converting it to
goods and services. We would quickly have
discovered that the entire mid-management system,
working in collusion with a small group among the
poor themselves, would have diverted large amounts
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of the money for their own profit. The wealthy would
have preyed on the poor and the poor would have
preyed on the poorer still.

The only way such a system could have possibly
worked is if 1t had been entirely dependent on
voluntary, benevolent, and independently wealthy
participants. These participants would then have
needed to be internally motivated by a personal sense
of something akin to holiness which would have
caused them to self-regulate their concern for the
well-being of the poor. This self-regulation would
have then needed to control the participants in such a
way that others’ needs were met just as fairly as the
needs of those administering their personal wealth. If
the problems of mid-management corruption could
have then been solved, the system would have
worked.

Our need of God’s holiness

In using the forgoing illustration, we do not want to
Imply that every human being is socially corrupted.
Far from it. History has repeatedly modeled
Individuals who acted on principle and gave
themselves for the well-being of others. But just as
history has given us examples of the best of humanity,
So it has given us far too many examples of the worst
of humanity as well.
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Therefore, to achieve social equity, we need to
draw on something outside of ourselves. We need the
absolute holiness of God as our standard.

The Bible describes God’s holiness in this way:3

There is no one as holy as Yahweh, For
there is no one besides you, nor is there any
rock like our God (1 Samuel 2:2). But you are
holy, you who inhabit the praises of Israel
(Psalm 22:3). For thus says the high and lofty
One who inhabits eternity, whose name is
Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, with
him also who is of a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive
the heart of the contrite (Isaiah 57:15). For he
who is mighty has done great things for me.
Holy is his name. His mercy is for generations
of generations on those who fear him (Luke
1:49-50). Yahweh is righteous in all his ways,
and gracious in all his works (Psalm 145:17).

“For I am Yahweh your God. Sanctify
yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am
holy:..For | am Yahweh who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt, to be your God. You

3 God’s concern with humanity’s well-being includes justice
and mercy as well as that which is strictly defined as
holiness. Consequently, this list of references will include
statements describing God’s holiness, justice, and mercy.
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shall therefore be holy, for I am holy”
(Leviticus 11:44-45). But just as he who called
you is holy, you yourselves also be holy in all
of your behavior; because it is written, “You
shall be holy; for | am holy" (1 Peter 1:15-16).
Sing praise to Yahweh, you saints of his. Give
thanks to his holy name (Psalm 30:4). They
sang the song of Moses, the servant of God,
and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and
marvelous are your works, Lord God, the
Almighty! Righteous and true are your ways,
you King of the nations (Revelation 15:3-4).
One called to another, and said, “Holy, holy,
holy, is Yahweh of Armies! The whole earth is
full of his glory!” (Isaiah 6:3).

Let them praise [Yahweh's] great and
awesome name. He is Holy! Exalt Yahweh our
God. Worship at his footstool. He is Holy!
(Psalm 99:3, 5). For I will proclaim the name of
Yahweh. Ascribe greatness to our God! The
Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are
justice: a God of faithfulness and without
Iniquity, just and right is he (Deuteronomy
32:3-4). Who has shown this from ancient time?
Who has declared it of old? Haven't I, Yahweh?
There is no other God besides me, a just God
and a Savior; There is no one besides me
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(Isaiah 45:21). [Yahweh] set judges in the land
throughout all the fortified cities of Judah, city
by city, and said to the judges, “Consider what
you do: for you don’'t judge for man, but for
Yahweh; and he is with you in the judgment.
Now therefore let the fear of Yahweh be on
you. Take heed and do it: for there is no
Iniquity with Yahweh our God, nor respect of
persons, nor taking of bribes” (2 Chronicles
19:6-7). Yes surely, God will not do wickedly,
neither will the Almighty pervert justice (Job
34:12).

Righteousness and justice are the
foundation of your throne. Loving kindness
and truth go before your face (Psalm 89:14). If
we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and
righteous to forgive us the sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). But
let him who glories glory in this, that he has
understanding, and knows me, that | am
Yahweh who exercises loving Kkindness,
justice, and righteousness, in the earth: for Iin
these things | delight, says Yahweh (Jeremiah
9:24). Let the rivers clap their hands. Let the
mountains sing for joy together. Let them sing
before Yahweh, for he comes to judge the
earth. He will judge the world with
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righteousness, and the peoples with equity
(Psalm 98:8-9). Yahweh is slow to anger, and
abundant in loving kindness, forgiving iniquity
and disobedience (Numbers 14:18).

But God, being rich in mercy, for his great
love with which he loved us, even when we
were dead through our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved) (Ephesians 2:4-5). For you, Lord,
are good, and ready to forgive; abundant in
loving kindness to all those who call on you
(Psalm 86:5). Yahweh is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abundant in loving
kindness. He will not always accuse; neither
will he stay angry forever. He has not dealt
with us according to our sins, nor repaid us for
our iniquities. For as the heavens are high
above the earth, so great is his loving
kindness toward those who fear him (Psalm
103:8-11). Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his
great mercy became our father again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead (1 Peter 1:3). Oh give
thanks to Yahweh, for he is good, for his
loving kindness endures forever (1 Chronicles
16:34). For as the heavens are high above the
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earth, so great is [Yahweh ‘s] loving kindness
toward those who fear him. As far as the east
Is from the west, so far has he removed our
transgressions from us (Psalm 103:11).

Yahweh is gracious, merciful, slow to anger,
and of great loving kindness. Yahweh is good
to all. His tender mercies are over all his works
(Psalm 145:8-9). Who is a God like you, who
pardons iniquity, and passes over the
disobedience of the remnant of his heritage?
He doesn’t retain his anger forever, because
he delights in loving kindness (Micah 7:18-19).
But when the kindness of God our Savior and
his love toward mankind appeared, not by
works of righteousness, which we did
ourselves, but according to his mercy, he
saved us, through the washing of regeneration
and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly, through Jesus Christ
our Savior; that, being justified by his grace,
we might be made heirs according to the hope
of eternal life (Titus 3:4-7). Yahweh takes
pleasure in those who fear him, in those who
hope in his loving kindness (Psalms 147:11).
Have mercy on me, God, according to your
loving kindness. According to the multitude of
your tender mercies, Dblot out my
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transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my
Iniquity. Cleanse me from my sin (Psalms51:1-
2). Oh give thanks to Yahweh, for he is good,
for his loving kindness endures forever (Psalm
118:29).

A first observation

There can be no true hope apart from a system of
justice based on an absolute standard of holiness.
That standard of holiness must further be
administered apart from those who could profit from
it. Therefore, there are three potential hazards: The
first would be the absence of absolute holiness
controlling the system. The second would be a self-
serving “religious” administration of the system in
which a single group would presume to know how
best to conduct God’s business. And finally, there
would be the hazard of personal profit to those who
were unjustly administering the system.

A first practical application

1. If both a God-figure and sectarian religious control
could be removed, almost all would agree that a
universal administration that could be characterized
as holy would produce the greatest benefit for the
largest number of people. It would be readily agreed
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that, under this administration, the world would have
the greatest sense of hope, as humanity would be
given its best opportunity for self-fulfillment.

2. It is obvious, however, that a system of God-
directed holiness requires a concession that many in
today’s world are not willing to make. It requires that
a supreme God must assume the role of absolute
authority and that those participating must willingly
obey him. We simply suggest that the posturing of
ultimate human control apart from a standard of
absolute holiness has made a significant contribution
to the brokenness of society and the loss of hope we
are experiencing today.

3. There is much more to the subject of holiness than
the mere distribution of wealth. Nonetheless, the
extreme disparity between the wealthy and the poor
IS a poignant reminder of the inequity that exists
between ethnic, socio-economic, political, and
religious groups that are bent on their own self-
Interests. Avarice (greed) and holiness are polar
opposites.

4. In the first chapter we said that we are neither
asking you to believe what we are telling you, nor are
we trying to manipulate you. Our objective is merely
to report a system of hope that has been
acknowledged for almost 2,000 years. What you
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choose to do with the information we are presenting
IS up to you.

5. Notice, however, that in this chapter we have
Introduced what we who have given credence to this
two-thousand-year-old system of hope find so
affirming. Its certainty is not based on human
predictability or effort. Its prom